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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Find just the right bit, or take your training 1o o new level.

Hansen Silver
Oaokdale, California
(209) 847-7390: HonsenSilver.com
Tim and Marie Honsen, along with son Tim, doughter-in-low Kelleigh, ond
grandson Wyatt, oll shore o common interest in renching and rodes. They also
share o common busingss with the family’s hond-engroved silver business.
Honsen Silver offers silver trim for soddles and heodstalls, silver buckles ond
conchos, belt buckles, o5 well os knife sides, money clips, and jewelry. A
of their products ore sold wholesale through distributors ond retail stores.
“Nobody offers the selection we do,” says Tim. “We offer sterling overlay,
solid sterling, silverplate, brass, and rust. We keep o good inventary and con
ship most orders the same day.”

Gear Insight: All of their products are hand engroved, not stomped or
embossed. For o list of deolers ond distributors, or to see the ronge of products
affered, log on to their Web site, HonsenSilver.com.

Heel-O-Matic Training Systems
Longmont, Colorado
888-433-5464, heelomatic.com
Heel-0-Matic roping mochines from Perfect Practice provide realistic, cus-
tomizable proctice that simulotes o voriety of cattle ron pottems. They con
be used in ony sized riding oreo, and almost anyone con help you proctice.
“Controlled proctice is good for you, and aven batter for your horse,” says
Jon Johnson of Heel-0-Matic. “If you keep live cattle, o Beel-0-Motic cor
improve your practice results with o smoller herd, ond it con reduce your
investment end risk, os well os your feed, veterinory, contoinment ond time
gxpenses,

Headers ond heelers con work on position, swing, timing ond delivery with
Heel-0-Matic's “patented reur leg hop® ond quick-relecse head and homs
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They're built to fake o herd hirting dolly, ond eoch maching comes with o full
yed: worronty.

There is o Perfect Practice machine for every roper. The tow vehicle gener-
otes the speed ond hop of the populor Ground Driven Troiner. The Pro adds the
option of stationary proctice to reqular raping runs, The Sled, designed for
heoders, provides recl-time proctice alone or with a partner, with stationary
back legs that snop back into ploce. The Banes, the most reclistic heading
dummy on the market, bas three sets of homs in different lengths. Check the
website for complete information on the full line of products.

Geor Insight; “Heel-0-Matic is the essential tool for anyone who ropes. |
con ride multiple horses in on how ond get forty identical runs. | con dictate the
entire run ond sel up ony scenario,” soys Cloy 0'Brien Cooper, seven-rime world
Cagmpuon.

Les Vogt’s Performax Bits

Arroyo Grande, Californio

877-LES-VOGT; www.LesVogt.com

“Finding the bit thet would maximize your horse’s potential sed to be just hit
o miss,” says NRCHA Hall of Fome Trainer Les Voot. “But through mony years of
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trial and error | storted ro understond [ust
how dromaticolly leverage rotios—that is,
how high or low the mouthpiece is ploced
on the chaek pisca—combined with the
cormect mourh piece for a particulor horse,
tould really improve his perfermance.

Yogt explains that there are six dif-
ferent pressure points on 1he horse tho!
bits con oifect. His Web site feotures lots
of information to help you leain how to
select the bit that will provide the best
combination for your harse.

His Performax bit line features on
extensive selection of mouth ond cheek
tombinations that are bath a pleasure to
usa ond to look of. They're meticulously
erafted and finished with a custem alloy
avetlay that gives the laak of sterling
without the price. If you're looking for
something really spaciol, Yogt olso cre-
ates heirloom-guality silver bits and spurs
that con be customized just for you.

*| stond for autstanding horseman-
ship,” Vogt says. “And corrying on the
wonderful Spanish harsemanship tradi-
tians is importont to me. We crecte bits
that will deliver for today's rider, ond
then enhance them with the beoutiful
troditional designs.”

Geor Insight: | feel a strong wove
of riders who are more educated on bits
ond what they con do,” says Vogt. “Most
folks used to just buy o bir becouse it wos
prerty. Now they're Figuring out how much the right bit can improve their horse’s
performance.”

Mikmar Bit Company

Fallbrook, California

Bo66-MIKMART : mikmar.com

In the early 19505, California judge ond troiner Frank Evons developed and
patented the Mikmor Four Point Pressure bit to help improve his horses” respon-
sivenass, flexion, ond reloxotion. Some 40 years later, when Fronk was o quest
on Lorry Mahan's show, “Horseworld,” he left some bits for the show’s stoff to
fry. It wos then thot Don Weyand, the show’s producer, ond his wife, Kim, had o
chance to try them. “We were impressed,” soys Kim. *In the bom where | was
working, word spreod fost and it become a problem—people kept taking my bits
to usel”

After Frank Evans possed away, Don ond Kim purchosed the Tew remaining
hits and ports ond opened the Mikmar Bit Company in August 2001,

They offer six “Four Point Pressure™ bit styles, ond Kim says the best seller
in the Westesn market is the originol Training bit. It works to disperse nose,
mouth, chin, ond poll pressure when o rider contocts the rein. The nose rope
opplies mild pressure to the nose, slows down the oction of the bit, ond tokes
some concussion out of the mouth. The flot /wide mouthpiecs olso oids in the
bit‘s slow oction, The bits ore non-pinching, with o copper roller that stimulates
salivo and keeps @ nervous horse pocified.

Gear Insight: “It's excellent for re-schooling harses with bit evasion issues
ond produces @ good heod set,” soys Kim. Mikmar offers o DVD that explains the
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Mikmer bit product line in-depth, and also
sponsors Equestrion Nation on RFD-TV, which
demonstrates how the birs ore used.

Parelli Get Started
Equipment Kit

Pagoso Springs Colorado
800-642-3335;
Parellinaturalhorsetraining.com
Renowned natural horsemanship educators
Linda ond Pat Porelli hove put together the
Porelli "Get Storted Equipment Kit,” which
provides you with the tools you need to start
training with their Ger Storted DVD.

The kit—which includes o halter, lead rope,
Comot Stick™ and Savwy String—helps riders
stort developing communication, cooperation,
ond trust while working sofely on the ground.

Specially designed for natural horseman-
ship training techniques offering superior
durability, the holter is hond-tied with
bolonced, well-ploced knots. 11's mode from
high-guality, soft yochting rope thot offers
the ultimete in softness and strength end
withstonds solt and moisture. Also made from
high-guality yochting braid, the 12-foot leod
rope is smooth, flexible and features o latigo
papper. A sturdy swivel snop prevents the rope
from twisting ond improves feel, The 4-foot

MIKMAR Carrot™ Stick features o leather loop ond
Ll‘il“"“ rubber hondle for non-slip, comfortable grip.

I1's mode with a non-flex design to provide
more feel, accuracy ond options on the ground
ond when riding. The Savwy String is o 6-foot long rope designed with o smooth,
. inch, high-quality yachting braid with looped end and latigo popper.

Geor Insight: “When communicotion and trust is established on the ground,
o rider is notwally set up for success when riding,” soys Pat Parelli. "The Gel
Started Equipment Kit helps the rider with basic skills and sofety when working
with their horse, Together the toals ore essentiol to opplying love, languoge and
Ieadership in order to develop o successful relationship with your horse.”

Willing Partners Horsemanship

Wheatlond, Wyoming

BOD-349-7078; Willingpartners.com

Petes Compball’s 35 years of horse experience ronges from pack outfits to
working ranches to show-jumping horses. In the early “80s he rode at o clinic
with renowned horsemon Ry Hunt, Driven 1o fruly understond the horse, Pater
met Ray's mentor Tom Dorronce. Over the yeors Tom was nof only o mentor, but
o deor friend to Peter.

For more than 20 years, Peler hos been sharing his wisdom through clinics
ocrass North Americo. He's olso authored o DVD <et, explaining the most effec-
tive ways to help your horse become o “Willing Portner” through procticol and
essentiol values thet create respect ond o strong bond between horse and rider.
Peter has mode guest appearances af specicl events such os the Spruce Meodows
Maosters ond the Conodion Finals Rodeo.

Gear Insight: Check Willingpartners.com for Peter’s favorite gear and prod-
ucts, inchoding lightweight Flags, slobber strops, parachute cord mecotes, lariat
ropes, hondas, haadstalls, snaffle bits, ropa halters, saddle pads, and lend ropes.
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